Interviewing and Writing

Day 4
Monday, August 19 (M)
Tuesday, August 20 (G)
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STUDENTS UNIFY TO ADVOCATE

OVERTURNING SCHEDULE DECISION

As rumors of a possible change to North's
current block schedule circulated early this year,
students from Bloomington North and South

took action to make their voices heard
il Late September, news broke that a plan to
unify the MCCSC high school schedules would
be implemented for the 2024-2025 school year,
raising questions as to what schedule the
schools would switch to. Students, teachers, and
the broader community raised concerns about
the district’s decision-making process: “For us
that was a big part of it
in which our administration was approaching
the topic in terms of communication and
openness in this decision,” said Kelton
O’'Connell (10)
Ayla Sohrabi-Nia (10) said, “This felt really
important to me... a student came to me and
expressed concern for the subject. I thought that
I could use my position... to bring change.”

As sophomore class co-presidents,
Sohrabi-Nia and O’Connell were two primary
leaders in this movement, They organized an
open forum and information session during
school with over 100 students in attendance,

il publicized a rally at the Monroe County

much throughout this process
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Courthouse with about 250 attendees, and
encouraged students to speak at school board
meetings. During the October meeting,
hundreds of students, teachers and families
attended physically, with thousands of others
watching online. The meeting featured nearly
two and a half hours of public comment
concerning the schedule change.

The school board eventually passed a motion
to push the decision back at least another year,
and to assemble a committee to publicly
evaluate the need for a unified schedule and
possible alternative schedules.

Sinead Whelan (11) said, “I think that a lot of
people have the mindset that students have no
power and can’t accomplish something like this,
so [ think that it's really cool that we did. Itis
really gratifying to go through this process and
to see a solution and to see its benefit.”

Together, these students brought awareness
about the subject to thousands of community
members across the district and worked
together to get the change they wanted to see.
There will be no schedule change for the
2024-2025 school year.
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how to begin writing a story

e gather basic/general information to get a feel for the topic

e Dbrainstorm potential angles to cover: something unique

e decide on a theme for the story from the angle chosen
(teamwork, overcoming challenges, making a difference, etc.)



interviewing!

e talk to students involved
® target:

o those who excel and/or are especially involved

o those who may lack representation in other places

o those who lack coverage already in the book (talk to coverage managers!)
e it can help to talk to teachers for information or to find students



interviewing!

e write questions in advance
O no yes or no questions, except to verify information or establish the beginning of
the conversation
questions should be as open-ended as possible, until they can’t be
find uniqueness!
“What made this year special for 77
“What traditions does do or have each year?”

O O O O O

“Describe the most important events or obstacles that affected ~ this year.”
o “Whywas  important to North this year?”
e don’tjust stick to the questions you write
o follow-up questions can be the most powerful parts of an interview and get the
best quotes



interviewing!

basic formula for interviews:

e casy, short, factual biographical information
o  puts the interviewee at ease
o gives you background information
e factual information about the topic
o get the facts
o get the anecdotes
e thought questions
o analysis
o reflection
o  explanation
o advice

e anything else to add?



the actual writing

quotes are so important! write around them

introduction and conclusion

every sentence should have a purpose; craft each sentence carefully
sentence structures should vary

avoid esoteric language: use plain language

past tense, active voice

don’t editorialize



say “the player scored the touchdown,” rather than
“the touchdown was scored by the player.”



stories should:

® Dbe personal to those involved in the topic
e Dbe specific to the year
® be as objective and accurate as possible
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